                          Portrait of a Lifetime

Seasoned photographer and artist Kevin Casha , discusses with  Charles Mifsud  the latest trends in photography and the themes of the next Malta Institute of Professional Photography international seminar to be attended by World famous Photographers.

The warm glow in her eyes, blended softly with her subtle rosy face offering the perfect contrast to the projecting white strands of fur wrapped around her neck. I stood for a few seconds mesmerized my eyes fixed into hers. 
Kevin’s solid   voice  echoed  down the stair way” Come in please” interrupting the flow of  my thoughts.

I was looking at one of  the latest portraits by Kevin Casha  “Lady in White”.  The entrance to Kevin’s photographic  studio  is adorned by intriguing photographs.  Most of these shots  have made headway across Europe over the years securing a number of International Awards.

Kevin Casha’s name is synonymous with the best that Maltese photography has to offer. Kevin has tackled virtually every aspect of Photography from Industrial to Landscape from Aerial to Weddings.   
With a composed smile Kevin beckoned me in. We  sat down and our conversation quickly shifted  to the contemporary  photography. His formal approach often disguises a trail of feelings as passionate as his artistic works.
“How are the diverse facets of photography, evolving today? What is the dividing line between commercial and artistic photography? “I asked.

Kevin mused. Then he singled Wedding Photography as an example of the new traits that are emerging in the mainland Europe. “In the past   we where accustomed with standard classic Wedding portraiture. Today   partially contrived candid shots are becoming popular.” explains Kevin

The protagonists are lured in particular situations where a photographer can capture the natural feelings of the moment. Photographs are after all silent expressions that will come to life every time an album is opened.   
Kevin‘adheres to classical concepts in his work. As yet the wide variety of portraiture characters   spreading across the walls of his studio, carry an emotional resonance.  Kevin explains there are some who think portraiture is simply a boring and repetitive exercise.  Yet getting the right emotions at the right time is a lifelong quest for any photographer. Outside the studio, portraiture   photography can be an exciting endeavor offering a variety of opportunities for the photographer to quench his creative thirst, adding a further ingredient to the mix, where the photographer can use the location to interpret and convey the mood of the subject.  
Kevin refers to the techniques of one of the key portraiture photographers Trevor E.R. Yerbury. Trevor will be attending the Malta Institute of Professional Photography (MIPP) Annual meeting in November .He will be performing outdoor practical sessions in Portraiture which will be a professional insight of the techniques which proved a World wide success.
Trevor is recipient of numerous national and international awards, including 15 Kodak European Gold Awards, Kodak Wedding Photographer of the Year in 1996 &1998, Portrait Photographer of the Year  and ranked  in the top 10 ‘Photographers of the World’ by Spanish Professional photography magazine Foto/Ventas in 2004.

 During his visit  Trevor’s  will also discuss his  current exciting Projects which including one called, “THE TARTAN SOFA.” Following their instincitive creative traits, Trevor and his wife Faye have embarked on an exclusive tour of Scotland. Carrying their specially designed tartan sofa, they are photographing various personalities and people who are contributing to the Scottish Nation. This  3-year old ongoing project,  will result in the publication of a book and a travelling exhibition. 

Trevor and Faye are presently working on a series of sensual images and a possible book titled Victoria’s Summer, parts of which will be exhibited and demonstrated at the MIPP  conference in November. Model Victoria Summer herself will be present during the event.
We have now become accustomed at the presence on our island of top international photographic personalities but one must acknowledge that this has come about since the MIPP has come on the scene.

  Kevin refers to the tehniques of   another photographer David Newan who will be present at the MIPP seminar. Dave Newman is an international acclaimed professional photographic consultant from the USA. He has authored four important books, and recently judged the Korean Professional Photographers competition in Cheju-Do Korea. 

But Malta will also have its share of personalities in the coming MIPP seminar. Local Photographer Joe Smith will  also deliver a presentation on his work
 Joe’s   monochrome photography, especially those depicting the  Jazz festivals, has become famous worldwide.  Many of his Jazz photos capture vibrant expressions and colors   of this Festival . A substantial amount of his photos  reside in the official website and personal albums of musicians that have participated over the years.. 

Kevin Casha will also be lecturing on his lifelong works during the MIPP seminar, giving a special slant on photography in Malta.
In fact Kevin founded the MIPP  and has been President of the organization ever since. This year the MIPP is celebrating its tenth year anniversary since it was founded. Over the years it has flourished .Today the MIPP is  a  member of  the SWPP (Society of Wedding and Professional Photographers)  the largest and one of the most influential Photographic Associations  in the United Kingdom.  

Last year MIPP and SWPP signed an agreement so that both organizations will  acknowledge each other’s photographic Qualifications. Thus members of both organizations will now be granted a reciprocal qualification of the same grade.  
Kevin also divulged that the CEO of the SWPP will be present in Malta for the MIPP November seminar.

Walking down the stairway on my way   out, I afforded a last look at Kevin’s Portrait “Lady in White” .I was tempted to ask the name of the lady. But then  names are
elusive in Kevin’s portraits. For it is the artistic expressions that makes them the “ Portraits of a Lifetime.” 

The MIPP seminar will be held on Friday 3rd ,4th and 5th November. Those interested to attend can contact Kevin Casha on 21486097 or log onto www.mipp-malta.com.
