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Wedding memories








Taking photos at a wedding can either be a logistical nightmare or a rewarding experience depending on whether everyone co-operates.  Kevin Casha speaks to Josanne Cassar








About 20 years ago, Kevin Casha switched his hobby from painting to photography when he bought his first basic camera.  He kept buying better equipment and lenses, until he came to the conclusion that this was what he wanted to do in his life. “With photos you deal more with people, which is more in keeping with my character.  When you are painting you are always on your own.”


He starting taking the odd photos of special occasions for family and friends...and the work snowballed from there.


When he joined the Malta Photographic Society, his  interest and knowledge of the subject increased. Then, when even his clientele increased, he left his government job to be a full-time photographer. That was 12 years ago.


These days Kevin does all sorts of photography from portraits to advertising and of course, weddings.


“They are not easy,” he admitted.  “You practically have to be a psychiatrist when dealing with people. Sometimes the problems come from the mother-in-law, sometimes it’s the bride. The groom doesn’t usually give me too many hassles. I usually meet with the couple beforehand to plan the photos I will be taking. Unfortunately, although most photographers have considerable experience, often doing up to 30 weddings a year, some people still won’t listen to advice.”  


Kevin pointed out that the biggest challenge is to give them what they want photo-wise without ruining their wedding.


“The priest, the parents, the caterers, all have to be taken into consideration. What is upsetting is when we would have agreed on one thing, and then the couple on the day don’t  co-operate, because they want to do things their way.”


In his long experience, he finds that group photos, for example, are best taken right away at the reception.


“Everyone is still sober, the dress is still nice, the children are not too tired. Usually, I can do it all in 15 minutes, but if I wait another hour, it will take three times as long.  If the people involved don’t come right away,  these photos can clash with other  things.”


The worst scenario for Kevin is when the bride insists she wants a lot of photos, black & white, portrait, candid, but is not willing to give him the  time during the reception. “That’s impossible, and it can end up in a battle.”


Weddings are no piece of cake for a professional photographer who can spend up to 10 hours following the couple around.  It doesn’t help that one of the new trends is to take  photos of the groom getting ready as well (“I’d like to know who invented this,” Kevin said). Then there’s the bride, the Mass and the reception which can last for a very long time.  Many couples also insist on pre-wedding photos (intended to recreate “how they met”) which Kevin usually does as a photo session in his studio or outdoors.


When one considers that having 350 guests is deemed to be ‘an average Maltese wedding’, these events are not easy to handle.  As couples tend to get new ideas from what they see others do, the wedding photographer often finds himself involved in a very elaborate affair where he has to thread carefully.  


Still, Kevin Casha gets a great deal of satisfaction when things go right which is much more often than not.


“My most positive experiences are when the bride is wary about how she looks, telling me that  she is not photogenic, but then she ends up being very satisfied with the photos. Sometimes, it can be the first time in her life that she is pleased with a picture of herself.  At other times, the bride might feel that I didn’t take enough photos, but is later surprised at how many there are. To me that means I did my job well and kept a low profile.”


The best thing a bride can do, Kevin added, is to become comfortable with the photographer. 


“He should try to win her over and make her feel good; this is part of his job. The bride has to feel at ease, so that she can trust him to make her look better. The couple has to try to get to know the photographer a bit, so he is not a complete stranger.  This is one advantage of pre-wedding photos, because they help to break the ice.  After that, the bride should listen to her photographer.  If I position her in a certain way, it is for a reason. Just a few inches can break or make her, it can make her look good, or not. The technique of a good photographer is to hide the flaws and bring out the  good features.”


Kevin said that everyone really does have a good side and a bad side. 


“I can usually tell which way a bride looks better, even what kind of glance is best, depending on whether she has a nice smile, or if she looks better when she is serious. My aim is to make her look natural.”


As for parents who sometimes try to dominate the whole wedding, Kevin believes in being polite but firm.


“You have to tell them how you feel without being rude or creating World War Three, which is not easy in a situation where people are stressed. Sometimes I think we are mad to do weddings, but then when everything works out well in the end, it is worth  it!”











You can contact Kevin Casha on 21486097, 9947 0101 or check out his website at www.kevincasha.com





Biography





Four times Malta’s Photographer of the Year 


Has exhibited in Italy, France, the USA and Malta, the most successful being Fifteen Years of Photography


His photos have appeared in publications, calendars and in the media


Conducts photographic teaching courses and acts as photographic judge and lecturer 


Was President of the Malta Photographic Society and since 1977 holds Honorary Life Membership


Numerous local and international photography awards including


Gold and Silver medals from France (Universal Postal Union Photo Award)


Master Photographer Awards of Excellence in Avant-Garde and Contemporary Portraiture (UK)


Best Contemporary Portrait Award (FIAP Biennial, Spain) 


Fellowship in Photography with the Malta Institute of Professional Photography


Associates of the UK Master Photographers Association and the Malta Photographic Society


Licentiate of the British Institute of Professional Photography. 


1996 - Established MIPP, Malta Institute for Professional Photography.


2001 - won Photographic Section of the prestigious Malta Fashion Awards.





 


